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pared to leave, but Chai begged them to stay and pressed
them to drink again,
"Kinsman," Hsi-men Ch'ing said, uwhen shall I be able
to see his Majesty?"
"You will not be so fortunate as his Lordship Hsia," the
Comptroller said. "He is now one of the officers of the
Capital. You and the newly appointed Vice-Captain, Ho
Yung-shou, Chamberlain He's nephew, who are law officers
—he is to be your assistant—will have to wait until his Lord-
ship Hsia has seen his Majesty. He will wait for you and, after
your audience, you will get your commissions together. What-
ever you wish to do after that, you will have to consult his
Lordship."
Hsia listened but said nothing*
"Kinsman," Hsi-m£n Ch>ing~said> "will it be possible for
me to see his Majesty when he has returned from the worship
of Heaven on the day of the Winter Festival?"
"Can you wait all that timer" Chai said. "When he comes
back, all the officials of the Empire wi]l offer their congratula-
tions and there will probably be a royal banquet. I don't see
how you can wait till then. You had better go to the Registry
to-day, and to-morrow go to Court and see his Majesty. Then
you will be able to go home as soon as you have secured your
papers."
"Thank you," Hsi-men said, "I will do as you command.
I don't know how I can ever repay your kindness."
As they were going away, the Comptroller took Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing aside. "When I sent you that letter," he said reproach-
fully, "didn't I tell you to be most careful and not let your
colleague know what should have been a secret between
ourselves? What made you tell Hsia? He wrote to his Holiness
Lin, and Lin persuaded Marshal Chu to come to his Eminence
and say that Hsia did not wish to come to the Capital to take
a post in the Imperial Escort. He wished to remain another
three years at Ch'ing Ho. Chamberlain Ho brought the
matter before his Majesty's favourite concubine, and she
herself approached both Marshal Chu and his Eminence and
urged the appointment of Ho Yung-shou as the deputy. This
produced a most awkward situation. His Eminence was
placed in a very difficult position. If I had not spoken to his

